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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2740

State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conmttee on Natural Resources, Ecology & Parks (originally
sponsored by Representatives O cutt, Blake and Kretz)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 03/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to reauthorizing the departnment of natural
resources to have exclusive jurisdiction over all forest practices
applications; creating a new section; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that:

(a) Local governnents are the appropriate place for |land use
changes to be considered and for ordinances to be inplenented that
relate to the clearing and grading of l|and, |ocal services, and
critical areas;

(b) The departnent of natural resources inplenents the forest
practices act and the forest practices rules;

(c) The departnent of ecology is responsible for protection of
wat er quality;

(d) It is in the best interests of the state that forest | andowners
keep their land in forestry;

(e) Working forests are vital to the economc and environnenta
health of the state,;

(f) Processes are in place which allow a |andower to convert
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forest land to another use or maintain the option to convert forest
land at a | ater date;

(g) Laws governing conversion of forest land to other uses and
regul atory jurisdiction over such forest practices have been in place
for nore than eight years; and

(h) It is clear that at times in some places in the state these
| aws, and associated admnistrative processes, have unnecessarily
conplicated | andowners' ability to carry out forest practices.

(2) The departnent of natural resources and the departnent of
ecol ogy shall work with a statew de association of counties and ot her
participants in the process leading to the forests and fish law to
determine how the current laws and processes regulating forest
practices and conversion of forest land to a nonforestry use could be
inproved by clarifying roles and responsibilities, el imnating
duplicative regulation of the sane activity, mnmaking any needed
adjustnments to regulatory requirenents, and sinplifying pathways
| eading to regul atory deci sions while maintaining current standards of
envi ronnment al protection.

(3) The evaluation required by this section nust include specific
exam nation of |laws and adm nistrative processes governing:

(a) Interactions anong the departnent of natural resources, the
departnent of ecol ogy, and | ocal governnments in situations where both
the state and I|ocal governments have regulatory responsibilities
related to the sanme forestry-related activity;

(b) Moratoriuns on the conversion of forest |and,

(c) Conversion harvest option plans;

(d) Determnation of |ead agency status pursuant to the state
environnmental policy act; and

(e) Application, processing, and recording fees.

(4) The departnment of natural resources nust provide a report to
the appropriate commttees of the legislature by OCctober 31, 2006
i ncluding recommendations for changes to laws and admnistrative
processes.

(5) This section expires on July 1, 2007.

--- END ---
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